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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  tbrowse  by  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 


Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #06CAIRO4782. 
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SUBJECT:  TFLE01:  ARAB  LEAGUE  OFFICIAL  ALLEGES  U.S.  LOSING 
ALLIES  OVER  HANDLING  OF  LEBANON  CRISIS 


Classified  by  ECPO  Counselor  Catherine  Hill-Herndon  for 
reasons  1.4(b)  and  (d) . 

f.1 . (C)  Summary:  Arab  League  Chief  of  Staff  Hesham  Youssef 
told  poloff  that  in  a meeting  on  August  2,  the  League's 
permanent  delegates  had  expressed  growing  frustration  with 
the  failure  to  achieve  a cease  fire  in  Lebanon  and  agreed  to 
seek  an  emergency  meeting  of  the  UN  Human  Rights  Council  to 
investigate  the  killing  of  civilians  in  Qana.  Youssef  also 
warned  that  Arab  street  support  for  Hizbollah  was  growing  and 
warned  that  because  of  its  support  for  Israel,  the  U.S.  was 
losing  allies  in  the  region  and  beyond.  End  summary. 

%2.  (C)  Arab  League  Chief  of  Staff  Hesham  Youssef  told 
poloff  August  2 that  in  a meeting  earlier  that  day,  the 
League's  permanent  delegates  faulted  not  just  Israel,  but 
also  the  U.S.  for  the  "destruction"  of  Lebanon  and  signaled 
an  increasing  interest  in  supporting  the  Hizbollah 
"resistance"  against  Israel.  The  delegates  complained 
specifically,  Youssef  said,  of  the  U.S.  failure  to  pressure 
Israel  for  a cease-fire  and  the  ongoing  supply  of  weapons  to 
Israel.  Even  the  delegates  of  nations  that  fear  growing 
Iranian  influence  in  the  region  agreed,  Youssef  argued,  that 
the  " Iran-Hizbollah"  problem  "can  wait,"  but  Israel  must  not 
be  allowed  to  destroy  Lebanon. 

1[3 . (C)  Youssef  described  the  UN's  failure  to  call  for  a 
cease  fire  even  after  Qana  as  "unconscionable"  and  said  the 
delegates  agreed  to  call  for  an  emergency  meeting  of  the  UN 
Human  Rights  Council.  Youssef  said  that  League  Secretary 
General  Amre  Moussa  left  immediately  following  the  meeting  on 
a regional  tour  to  meet  government  officials  in  Jordan, 

Syria,  Lebanon,  and  Saudi  Arabia,  but  noted  that  several 
League  delegates  voiced  frustration  that  Moussa 's  trip  was 
beginning  "too  late." 

1[4 . (C)  Arab  street  support  for  Hizbollah  and  anger  at  the 
U.S.  handling  of  the  crisis  are  increasing  by  the  day, 

Youssef  said.  More  than  120  members  of  parliament  marched  to 
the  Arab  League  Headquarters  on  August  1 to  voice  support  for 
Hizbollah.  Moussa  had  originally  agreed  to  meet  "five  or 
six"  parliamentarians,  Youssef  said;  but  he  could  not  prevent 
the  other  members  from  joining  the  meeting.  The 
parliamentarians  also  criticized  Moussa  and  the  League  for 
failing  to  intercede  to  end  the  crisis.  Support  for 
Hizbollah  and  Nassrullah  on  the  streets  of  Cairo  should  be  a 
sign  to  the  U.S.,  Youssef  said,  that  Hizbollah  has  won  public 
opinion.  You  have  made  him  a "hero,"  Youssef  said. 

11_5 . (C)  Youssef  also  criticized  the  U.S.  for  its  "premature" 
focus  on  a force  composition  meeting  at  the  UN.  Expecting 
nations  to  commit  forces  before  their  mandate  is  clear, 
Youssef  said,  is  unreasonable.  He  stressed  that  achieving  an 
immediate  cease  fire  should  be  the  focus  of  urgent  attention, 
and  the  U.S.'s  failure  to  pressure  Israel  on  this  issue  has 
"lost  the  U.S.  allies  and  friends"  in  the  Arab  world  and 
beyond.  The  U.S.  does  not  yet  appreciate  the  damage  that  has 
been  done,  Youssef  warned. 
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